28 Abercorn Avenue
Craighall Park, Johannesburg 2196, RSA
(27 11 788 4251)
To: Richard Payne
7A Pembridge Villas, London W113EN

Dear Mr Payne

This letter accompanies the title deeds for 9 Pembridge Place, London W2,
dating from 1851 to 1924, that I promised to send you by courier to your
address in Pembridge Villas.

I also enclose colour photocopies of a painting of No 9 as it used to be and of a
photograph of the back garden, which, in its heyday, won awards in local
garden competitions. My father had designed it so skilfully that it included a
herbaceous border, roses, a pergola, apple and pear trees, raspberry canes and a
vegetable garden, a rockery, Wendy house and greenhouse — a real country
house in London.

Before my parents, Gilbert Laurie and Helen Cadell, bought the house in 1948,
it had been owned, since 1924, by Lieut. Col. Ernest Albert Rose, who had, as I
understand it, been given the house as a wedding present by his parents. No 9
was my home from 1948 (the year I was born) until 1993 when the house was
sold to Nick Ross. My parents were both ill at the time; the stress of illness and
the move proved too much for them, my father dying in June, my mother in
October of the same year. As you can imagine, 1993 was without doubt the
worst and most traumatic year of my life.

I do hope that these documents reach you safely and should appreciate an email
or call to let me know that they have arrived. As I mentioned in a previous
email, Nick Ross retained the rest of the old title deeds. I am not sure if he
handed them on to the next owner, or whether he kept some as a memento of
the house, but you might like to ask him and see whether all the historic deeds
could be housed together under the auspices of the Pembridge Association.

With best wishes

Eleanor-Mary Cadell Y. 5
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