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February 2021 

Dear Members and Friends of the Pembridge Association, 

 

Richard Henry Payne 

It is with great sadness that we write to our members to let you know that our much loved Chair 

Richard Payne died on 19th January 2021.  Many of you will have enjoyed meeting or discussing local 

issues and planning concerns with Richard who took such a keen and neighbourly interest in the 

Conservation Area.   

Richard stepped forward to become the Chair when the Pembridge Association faced closure in 

2015.  He established the current Committee, revived the popular annual garden party and oversaw 

some important changes to the PA constitution.  As a Chair he will be remembered fondly for his 

willingness to listen to diverse views and his thoughtfulness about the effects of planning decisions 

on the lives of residents.  He held consistent views on the need for planning practises to protect 

what was best in the listed and historic features of the area whilst welcoming modern architecture 

which was sympathetic to its location.  A keen gardener, he championed the need for greening and 

tree planting in public spaces.   

Richard was a generous supporter of many local organisations and services including The Clement 

James Centre and the Neighbourhood Police Liaison Committee.  A hospitable and sociable man, 

with a wide hinterland of interests and friend, Richard also quietly befriended a number of lonely 

people and embodied a generous “Big Society” approach to life.  He will be greatly missed. 

Richard’s funeral will take place later this month and his widow Joanne has requested that anyone 

who wishes to make a memorial donation should send it to local North Kensington charity, The 

Clement James Centre www.clementjames.org in his name. 

 

AGM on Wednesday 24th February at 7.00pm 

Due to current regulations The Pembridge AGM, will this year take place via the internet using Zoom 

as we are still not be allowed to meet communally.  Invitations with the link to join the Meeting will 

be emailed to members together with all the relevant Accounts and Reports so that members can 

look at them prior to the Meeting.  We apologise to members who do not use the internet but if you 

would like a paper copy of the Annual Report and Accounts by post, please do drop us a line to the 

address at the end of this newsletter. 

We hope that this arrangement will enable members to submit questions for the Committee in 

advance so that we can respond during the Meeting.  We realise that this is a poor substitute for the 

more hospitable arrangements we normally arrange at The Cock & Bottle and we hope we can soon 

resume our normal tradition of social events for our members. 

http://www.pembridgeassociation.london/
http://www.clementjames.org/


What is the PA doing during the Pandemic? 

Whilst restrictions on our daily lives continue, your Committee remain very busy as RBKC 

planning has continued as usual via virtual meetings. Planning has also been a prominent 

focus of national government activity, including the much debated Housing White Paper.  

In addition to an increase in “lockdown 

improvements applications” we have 

continued to monitor and contribute to 

several large scale Listed Building 

applications liaising with both owners, 

RBKC Officers and Ward Councillors. We 

have also been active in opposing a 

record number of Licensing Applications 

especially those around Pembridge Road 

and Notting Hill Gate seeking 24 hour takeaway licenses with their attendant impact on 

local residents.   

A major issue of the last quarter was the completion of the voluminous RBKC Borough Issues 

Consultation which will be the foundation of much future local planning and heritage policy 

and the New Local Plan.  The PA has vigorously advocated the protection and promotion of 

green spaces and Listed Buildings, the necessity for high standards of construction and 

environmental sustainability for Affordable Housing and the safeguarding of our retail 

centres especially those in Notting Hill Gate.  One silver lining to the disruption the 

pandemic has wrought is that we are delighted that this has led to a closer engagement 

between the Council and the PA as RBKC seeks to engage more closely with its residents and 

amenity societies. 

 

We hope that we will have the pleasure of your company at the AGM and that you will 

continue to keep us informed concerning any planning issues and also any suggestions for 

improvements to the Pembridge Conservation Area.  New members and anyone wishing to 

join the Executive Committee in any capacity will also be welcome! 

 

With best wishes, 

The Executive Committee, The Pembridge Association  

 

 

 

Address for requesting a paper copy of the Annual Report and Accounts: 

The Membership Secretary, c/o 7 Viscount Court, 1 Pembridge Villas, W2 4XA 


